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Message from Your President—Karen Lyddane 

6HDVRQ¶V�*UHHWLQJV��(JJ-VWUD�VSHFLDO�6LVWHUV� 
 
6WDQGLQJ�LQ�IURQW�RI�\RX�DV�ZH�IDFH�WKH�IXWXUH�WRJHWKHU��,�SDVV�DORQJ�WKLV� 
PHVVDJH�RI�JUHDW�KRSH�DQG�YLFWRU\���,�H[SHFW�ZH¶OO�ILQG�PDQ\�FKDOOHQJHV�DQG�
VLOYHU�OLQLQJV��,¶P�FRQILGHQW�WKDW�\RX�XQGHUVWDQG�DERXW�VLOYHU�OLQLQJV-LQ� 
FKDQJLQJ�DQG�DGDSWLQJ�WR�HDFK�QHZ�GD\��XQH[SHFWHG�JLIWV�FRPH�DORQJ�WKDW�
SUREDEO\�FRXOG�QRW�KDYH�KDSSHQHG�DV�ZH�ZHQW�DERXW�LQ�RXU�ZD\�RI�OLIH�� 
SUH-&29,'��2XU�WHQW�LV�VR�YHU\�VXFFHVVIXO�DQG�LQFUHDVLQJO\�KHDOWK\��DQG�<28�
DUH�WKH�UHDVRQ��7KLV�VSHFLDO�HGLWLRQ�RI�RXU�QHZVOHWWHU��D�JLIW�IURP�.DUHQ�
0LVLDQR�DQG�P\VHOI��LV�IURP�RXU�KHDUWV�DQG�IRU�\RXU�SOHDVXUH� 
 
$OO�FUHGLW�LV�GXH�WR�RXU�GHGLFDWHG�1HZVOHWWHU�(GLWRU��IRU�WKURXJK�.DUHQ�
0LVLDQR��\RX�DUH�UHFHLYLQJ�WKHVH�ZRQGHUIXO�SDJHV�RI�VHDVRQDO�GHOLJKW��2QO\�
RXU�LPDJLQDWLRQV�FDQ�WKLQN�RI�WKH�VWUXJJOHV�DQG�VLOYHU�OLQLQJV�IRXQG�E\�RXU� 
DQFHVWRUV�DV�WKH\�ZHQW�IURP�EDWWOH�WR�EDWWOH��DQG�RIWHQ��EDFN�WR�WKH�VDPH� 
EDWWOHILHOG� 
 
7KH�SHUIHFW�SKRWRJUDSK�ZDV�IRXQG�IRU�WKLV�QHZVOHWWHU��DV�WKH�ZRUGV�RI�)UHGHU�
LFN�'RXJODVV�WUXO\�ULQJ�IRU�WRGD\��³,I�WKHUH�LV�QR�VWUXJJOH��WKHUH�LV�QR�SURJUHVV�´ 
<RXU�VWUXJJOHV�LQ�WKLV�FKDOOHQJLQJ�WLPH�DUH��,¶P�VXUH��RIIVHW�E\�VLOYHU�OLQLQJV��
DQG�LQ�DGMXVWLQJ�WR�WKH�QHZ�QRUPDO��\RX�DUH�GRLQJ�H[DFWO\�WKH�VDPH�DV�\RXU� 
VROGLHU�DQFHVWRU�V����7KLV�QHZVOHWWHU�FKLPHV�LQ�FHOHEUDWLRQ�RI�<28��DQG�WKLV�
VHDVRQ�� 

+X]]DK� Karen ³.HHS�*UHHQ�WKH�0HPRU\´ 

Η�ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ��ǀĞ͕Η�ĂŶ�ŝůůƵƐƚƌĂƟŽŶ�ďǇ�dŚŽŵĂƐ�
EĂƐƚ�ĨŽƌ�,ĂƌƉĞƌΖƐ�tĞĞŬůǇ͕�:ĂŶƵĂƌǇ�ϯ͕�ϭϴϲϯ� 

<RXU�3UHVLGHQW�ZLWK�0LFKDHO�(��&UXWFKHU��6U��DND�
)UHGHULFN�'RXJODVV�RI�+LVWRULFDO�3UHVHQWDWLRQV��
DW�D�6HVTXLFHQWHQQLDO�HYHQW�LQ�3HQQV\OYDQLD� 

 

Next meeting: 

 

January 23, 2021 

11:00am 

Virtual 

Guest Speaker:  
One of our esteemed  

National Officers 
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�6RXU�&UHDP�6XJDU�&RRNLH�5HFLSH 
 

7KLV�UHFLSH�KDV�EHHQ�KDQGHG�GRZQ�LQ�P\�IDPLO\�IRU�
JHQHUDWLRQV��DQG�GDWHV�EDFN�WR�DW�OHDVW�WKH�PLG-
����V��3HRSOH�WHQG�WR�HLWKHU�ORYH�WKLV�FRRNLH�RU�KDWH�
LW��GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�LQGLYLGXDO�WDVWHV��:H�ILQG�WKDW�WKH�
QRQ-IURVWHG�FRRNLHV�DUH�JRRG�WR�GXQN�LQ�KRW�FKRFR�
ODWH�DQG�WKH�IURVWHG�RQHV�DUH�JUHDW�E\�WKHPVHOYHV��,�
KRSH�\RX�HQMR\��.DUHQ�0LVLDQR 

 
,QJUHGLHQWV�� 

��FXSV�VXJDU 
��FXS�EXWWHU 
��HJJV 
��FXS�VRXU�FUHDP 
��WVS��EDNLQJ�VRGD 
��WVS��EDNLQJ�SRZGHU 
��FXSV�IORXU��<RX�ZLOO�QHHG�PRUH�DV�GLIIHUHQFHV�
KDYH�GHYHORSHG�LQ�PLOOHG�IORXU�RYHU�WKH�\HDUV�� 

3LQFK�RI�QXWPHJ 

'LUHFWLRQV� 
· %DNH�DW������IRU�DSSUR[���-���PLQ� 
· 3ODFH� RQ� ORZHU� RYHQ� VKHOI� XQWLO� WKH� ERWWRPV�RI�
WKH� FRRNLHV� EHJLQ� WR� EURZQ�� � 7KHQ�� PRYH� WKH�
FRRNLH�WUD\�WR�DQ�XSSHU�VKHOI�WR�EURZQ�WKH�WRSV�
RI�WKH�FRRNLHV� 

· $OORZ�WR�FRRO� 
· 7KHVH�FRRNLHV�FDQ�EH�VHUYHG�HLWKHU�SODLQ��JRRG�
WR�GXQN�LQ�KRW�FKRFRODWH�RU�PLON��RU�IURVWHG�ZLWK�
D� PLON� DQG� SRZGHUHG� VXJDU� PL[WXUH� �PRGHUQ�
DGGLWLRQ�� 

· 7KLV�UHFLSH�PDNHV�DURXQG����GR]HQ�RU�VR�FRRN�
LHV��GHSHQGLQJ�XSRQ�WKH�VKDSH�DQG�VL]H�RI�WKH�
FRRNLH�FXWWHU�XVHG��DQG�WKH�DPRXQW�RI�GRXJK�
HDWHQ�LQ�WKH�SURFHVV��� 

 
 

ZĞƚƌĞĂƚ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ZĞĐŝƉĞ 

(OL]DEHWK�9DQ�/HZ�'HWDFKHG�7HQW���2IILFHUV�	�$SSRLQWHG�2IILFHUV�&KDLUPHQ 

 
3UHVLGHQW��.DUHQ�/\GGDQH HOL]DEHWKYDQOHZWHQW9$#JPDLO�FRP��VXQVXS���#\DKRR�FRP 
6HQLRU�9LFH�3UHVLGHQW��9LFNL�0HDGRZV DDUWLPHVLD#JPDLO�FRP 
-U��9LFH�3UHVLGHQW��-DQH�6KDFNOHIRUG MDQHDORJ\XVD#\DKRR�FRP 
&KDSODLQ��&\QWKLD�0DWVXPRWR F\QWKLD�PDWVXPRWR#JPDLO�FRP 
7UHDVXUHU��&U\VWDO�*HOOHU FU\VWDOJHOOHU#JPDLO�FRP 
5HJLVWUDU��3HJJ\�%XUURXJKV SHJJ\EXUURXJKV#FR[�QHW 
3DWULRWLF�,QVWUXFWRU�	�1HZVOHWWHU�(GLWRU��.DUHQ�0LVLDQR NPLVLDQR#\DKRR�FRP 
&RXQFLO�����'RQHWWD�%DQWOH GRQHWWDEDQWOH#\DKRR�FRP 
&RXQFLO�����-DQ�0DF4XHVWRQ MDQWHDTXHV#YHUL]RQ�QHW 
6HFUHWDU\��$PDQGD�0RUULV DPDQGD���#JPDLO�FRP 
+LVWRULDQ��*D\OH�0DFKH\ ELWVRP#YHUL]RQ�QHW 
3UHVV�&RUUHVSRQGHQW��(OLVH�*HOOHU HOLVHJHOOHU#\PDLO�FRP� 
:HEPDVWHU��$QGUHD�:DOWHU HOL]DEHWKYDQOHZWHQW9$#JPDLO�FRP 
6HUYLFH�WR�9HWHUDQV�&RPPLWWHH��0LGJH�(OOLRWW PHTXLOWV#DRO�FRP 
6FKRODUVKLS�&RPPLWWHH��-DQH�6KDFNOHIRUG MDQHDORJ\XVD#\DKRR�FRP 
-527&�	�527&�6FKRODUVKLS�7DVN��&U\VWDO�*HOOHU FU\VWDOJHOOHU#JPDLO�FRP 
%\ODZV�	�6WDQGLQJ�5XOHV�&RPPLWWHH��$QQ�%HHU UDEHHU#PDF�FRP 
$QFHVWRU�0LQXWH�&RPPLWWHH��1RUPD�)LHOGV� ILHOGV[�#FRPFDVW�QHW� 
+LVWRULF�3UHVHUYDWLRQ�&RPPLWWHH��9LFNL�0HDGRZV� DDUWLPHVLD#JPDLO�FRP 

 
7HQW�:HE�DGGUHVV��KWWSV���HOL]DEHWKYDQOHZWHQW�ZHHEO\�FRP 
7HQW�HPDLO�DGGUHVV��HOL]DEHWKYDQOHZWHQW9$#JPDLO�FRP 

689&:�,ULVK�%ULJDGH�&DPS�:HE�DGGUHVV��KWWS���LULVKEULJDGHFDPS�FRP�LQGH[�KWPO� 
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+RZ�WKH�&LYLO�:DU�&KDQJHG�&KULVWPDV�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV 
8SGDWHG��-DQ����������ZLWK�2ULJLQDO��'HF��������� 

E\�(ULQ�%ODNHPRUH 
KWWSV���ZZZ�KLVWRU\�FRP�QHZV�FLYLO-ZDU-FKULVWPDV 

 
$V�WKH�&LYLO�:DU¶V�ILUVW�&KULVWPDV�QHDUHG��D�SDLU�RI�\RXQJ�ORYHUV��1DWKDQLHO�'DZVRQ�DQG�(ORGLH�7RGG��D�&RQ�

IHGHUDWH�VROGLHU�DQG�KLV�HYHQWXDO�EULGH��ZURWH�WR�RQH�DQRWKHU�ZLWK�LQFUHDVLQJ�PHODQFKRO\��7KH\�ZHUH�VHSDUDWHG�E\�
KXQGUHGV�RI�PLOHV��DQG�WKHLU�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�ZDV�RIWHQ�LQWHUUXSWHG�E\�GHOD\V�LQ�WKH�PDLO�DQG�WKH�GHVSHUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�
&LYLO�:DU� 

³,�ZLVK�,�FRXOG�EH�ZLWK�\RX�DW�&KULVWPDV��WKH�IHVWDO�VHDVRQ��ZKHUH�DJH�LV�UHMXYHQDWHG�DQG�OLYHV�DJDLQ�LQ�WKH�
PHUU\�FDUROV�RI�\RXWK�´�'DZVRQ�ZURWH WR�7RGG �VLVWHU�RI�0DU\�7RGG�/LQFROQ��RQ�'HFHPEHU�����������2Q�WKH�KROL�
GD\�LWVHOI��KH ZURWH�WR�GHVFULEH�KLV�UHJLPHQW¶V�URZG\�FHOHEUDWLRQV��³%DG�ZKLVNH\�LV�DEXQGDQW�DQG�SOHDVXUH�DQG�VRU�
URZ�GURZQHG�LQ�ODUJH�SRWDWLRQV�´�KH�VDLG� 

 'DZVRQ�DQG�7RGG¶V�OLYHV�
FKDQJHG�GUDPDWLFDOO\�GXULQJ�WKH�
ZDU��DV�WKH�&RQIHGHUDF\�FUXPEOHG�
DQG�WKHLU�SHUVRQDO�OLYHV�VWUHWFKHG�WR�
WKHLU�OLPLWV� %XW�WKH\�ZHUHQ¶W�DORQH�
LQ�ZLVKLQJ�WKH\�FRXOG�FHOHEUDWH�
&KULVWPDV�WRJHWKHU� $V�WKH�IUDFWXUHG�
8QLWHG�6WDWHV�IRXJKW� WKH�KROLGD\�
WRRN�RQ�QHZ�PHDQLQJ�  
 %\�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�ZDU�LQ�������
&KULVWPDV�KDG�JRQH�IURP�D�UHODWLYH�
O\�XQLPSRUWDQW�KROLGD\�WR�WKH�RSSR�
VLWH—D�GD\�URRWHG�LQ�DQ�LGHDOL]HG�
YLVLRQ�RI�KRPH� 7KH�ZD\�$PHULFDQV�
REVHUYHG�WKH�KROLGD\�FKDQJHG�WRR��
VHWWLQJ�WKH�VWDJH�IRU�WKH�PRUH�PRG�
HUQ�&KULVWPDV�KROLGD\�ZH�NQRZ�WR�
GD\�  
 %HIRUH�WKH�&LYLO�:DU��&KULVWPDV�
ZDV�QRW�DQ�RIILFLDO�KROLGD\�LQ�WKH�
8QLWHG�6WDWHV��1RU�ZDV�LW�FHOHEUDWHG�
XQLIRUPO\�DFURVV�WKH�FRXQWU\��,Q�
HDUO\�1HZ�(QJODQG��&KULVWPDV�ZDV�
ORRNHG�GRZQ�XSRQ�E\�3XULWDQV�DQG�
&DOYLQLVWV��ZKR�IHOW�WKH�GD\�VKRXOG�
EH�REVHUYHG�IRU�VWULFW�IDVWV�DQG�ULWX�
DOV��LI�LW�ZDV�REVHUYHG�DW�DOO� 'XULQJ�
WKH���WK�FHQWXU\��0DVVDFKXVHWWV�LP�
SRVHG�D�ILQH�RQ�FRORQLVWV�ZKR�FHOH�
EUDWHG�WKH�KROLGD\��DQG�DIWHU�LW�EH�
FDPH�D�VWDWH��LWV�EXVLQHVVHV�DQG�
VFKRROV�GLG�QRW�REVHUYH�WKH�KROLGD\�
DW�DOO� 
 

8QLRQ�VROGLHUV�RSHQLQJ�&KULVWPDV�ER[HV�LQ�FDPS�GXULQJ�WKH�86�FLYLO�ZDU��FLUFD������ 
$PHULFDQ�6WRFN�$UFKLYH�$UFKLYH�3KRWRV�*HWW\�,PDJHV 
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 (OVHZKHUH��&KULVWPDV�ZDV�FHOHEUDWHG�LQ�D�YDULHW\�RI�ZD\V��PRVW�GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�RI�RULJLQ�RI�WKH�LP�
PLJUDQWV�ZKR�FHOHEUDWHG�LW��%XW�E\�WKH�PLG-��WK�FHQWXU\��WKH�KROLGD\¶V�LPSRUWDQFH—DQG�GLVWDQFH�IURP�UHOLJLRXV�WUD�
GLWLRQ—ZDV�DOUHDG\�VWDUWLQJ�WR�JURZ��6RQJV�DQG�FDUROV�OLNH�³-LQJOH�%HOOV´��������DQG�SRHPV�OLNH�³$�9LVLW�IURP�6W��
1LFKRODV´��������VHW�WKH�VWDJH�IRU�D�IXQ��VHFXODU�KROLGD\�WKDW�UHYROYHG�DURXQG�JLIW-JLYLQJ�DQG�FHOHEUDWLRQ�ZLWK�IRRG�
DQG�GULQN�� 

,Q�WKH�DQWHEHOOXP�6RXWK��SODQWDWLRQ�RZQHUV�XVHG�WKH�KROLGD\�DV�D�ZD\�WR�VKRZ�RII�WKHLU�SDWHUQDOLVP�WRZDUG�WKH�
SHRSOH�WKH\�HQVODYHG� ZULWH KLVWRULDQV�6KDXQD�%LJKDP�DQG�5REHUW�(��0D\��'XULQJ�OHQJWK\�&KULVWPDV�FHOHEUDWLRQV��
WKH\�JDYH�HQVODYHG�SHRSOH�SDVVHV�WR�PDUU\��SURYLGHG�IRRG�DQG�DOFRKRO��DQG�JDYH�JLIWV� 

7KRXJK�HQVODYHG�SHRSOH�PDQDJHG�WR�FUHDWH�VRPH�RI�WKHLU�RZQ�&KULVWPDV�WUDGLWLRQV��PDQ\�RI�ZKLFK�LQFRUSRUDWHG�
WUDGLWLRQV�IURP�$IULFD��WKH\�ZHUH�DOVR�H[SHFWHG�WR�KHOS�DEVROYH�VODYHRZQHUV¶�JXLOW�RYHU�WKH�KROLGD\V�E\�HQWKXVLDVWL�
FDOO\�RSHQLQJ�JLIWV�DQG�VKRZLQJ�WKHLU�JUDWLWXGH��³6R�IDU�DV�WKHLU�RZQHUV�FRXOG�WHOO�´�%LJKDP�DQG�0D\�ZULWH��³PRVW�
VODYHV�SOD\HG�WKHLU�SUHVFULEHG�UROH�WR�WKH�KLOW�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�KROLGD\�´� 

%XW�WKH�&LYLO�:DU�GLVUXSWHG�QRW�MXVW�WKH�UHODWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�SODQWDWLRQ�RZQHUV�DQG�WKH�SHRSOH�WKH\�HQVODYHG��EXW�
WKRVH�ZLWKLQ�IDPLOLHV�DQG�FRPPXQLWLHV��$V�ERWK�VLGHV�VKLIWHG�WKHLU�UHVRXUFHV�WR�ZDU��WKH�DELOLW\�WR�JLYH�JLIWV�DQG�FHO�
HEUDWH�ZDV�GUDPDWLFDOO\�FXUWDLOHG��3HRSOH�FDVW�WKHLU�GHFLVLRQ�WR�KDYH�PRUH�PRGHVW�&KULVWPDV�FHOHEUDWLRQV�DV�D�SDWUL�
RWLF�RQH��DQG�FKLOGUHQ�JRW�LQ�RQ�WKH�DFW��WRR��,QVWHDG�RI�JLYLQJ�DQG�UHFHLYLQJ�VWRUH-ERXJKW�JLIWV��WKH\�PDGH�PRUH�
KXPEOH�JLIWV�OLNH�SRSFRUQ�EDOOV�RU�FUXGH�KRPHPDGH�WR\V��$QG�WKH\�OHDUQHG�WR�WHPSHU�WKHLU�H[SHFWDWLRQV�RI�6DQWD� 

³$�FURWFKHW\�VODYH�WROG�WKH�+RZHOO-&REE�FKLOGUHQ�QRW�WR�H[SHFW�D�YLVLW�IURP�6W��1LFN�EHFDXVH�WKH�<DQNHHV�KDG�
VKRW�KLP�´�ZULWHV�KLVWRULDQ�-DPHV�$ODQ�0DUWHQ��³ZKLOH�RWKHU�SDUHQWV�RIIHUHG�PRUH�VHQVLWLYH�H[SODQDWLRQV��$V�D�<DQ�
NHH��6DQWD�ZRXOG�EH�KHOG�XS�E\�&RQIHGHUDWH�SLFNHWV�RU�SHUKDSV�8QLRQ�EORFNDGLQJ�YHVVHOV�KDG�LQWHUUXSWHG�KLV�MRXU�
QH\�´� 

0HDQZKLOH��WKRVH�FKLOGUHQ¶V�PRWKHUV��DXQWV�DQG�VLVWHUV�H[SHULHQFHG�&KULVWPDV�DV�DQ�DJRQL]LQJ�UHPLQGHU�RI�WKH�
GDQJHU�IDFHG�E\�PHQ�ZKR�KDG�JRQH�WR�ZDU��&LYLO�:DU-HUD�GLDULHV�DQG�OHWWHUV�GRFXPHQW�KRZ�PDQ\�ZRPHQ�IHOW�DQ[LH�
W\��JULHI�DQG�GHSUHVVLRQ�DURXQG�&KULVWPDV��,Q�������0DUJDUHW�&DKLOO�ZURWH�WR�KHU�KXVEDQG��7KRPDV��D�8QLRQ�RIILFHU��
WKDW�VKH�IHOW�VR�³QHUYRXV�DQG�ORQHO\´�WKDW�VKH�FRXOG�QRW�ZULWH�WR�KLP�RQ�&KULVWPDV��³:LOO�\RX�VD\"�:K\�GLG�\RX�QRW�
ZULWH�WR�PH�RQ�&KULVWPDVV�>VLF@�'D\´�VKH�ZURWH��³:HOO�WR�WHOO�\RX�WKH�WUXWK�,�ZDV�QRW�DEOH�´�³1HYHU�EHIRUH�KDG�VR�
VDG�D�&KULVWPDV�GDZQHG�XSRQ�XV�´�ZURWH�6DOOLH�$��%URRN��D�&RQIHGHUDWH�ZRPDQ�IURP�5LFKPRQG��RI�&KULVWPDV�
������ 

2Q�WKH�EDWWOHILHOG��PHQ�RQ�ERWK�VLGHV�WULHG�WR�FHOHEUDWH�&KULVWPDV�E\�JLYLQJ�JLIWV��HDWLQJ�DQG�GULQNLQJ��DQG�WDNLQJ�
WLPH�RII��,Q�KLV�PHPRLU��-DPHV�$��:ULJKW��D�VHUJHDQW�LQ�WKH�)LUVW�0LQQHVRWD�9ROXQWHHU�,QIDQWU\�5HJLPHQW��UHFDOOV�
HDWLQJ�EHHI�VRXS�DQG�JUHHWLQJ�KLV�IHOORZ�VROGLHUV�RQ�&KULVWPDV�LQ�FDPS��³7KH�PHQ�KDG�EHHQ�DOORZHG�DV�PXFK�OLEHUW\�
DV�FRQVLVWHQW�ZLWK�GLVFLSOLQH�DQG�ZHUH�µFLUFXODWLQJ�DURXQG¶�DPRQJ�WKHLU�DFTXDLQWDQFHV�LQ�RWKHU�UHJLPHQWV�´�KH�UH�
FDOOHG��³,�ZDV�IUHTXHQWO\�LQYLWHG�WR�µVPLOH�¶´�RU�WDNH�D�GULQN��,Q�������D�&RQIHGHUDWH�VROGLHU�IURP�1RUWK�&DUROLQD�
ZURWH�WR�KLV�PRWKHU�DVNLQJ�IRU�D�ERWWOH�RI�EUDQG\�DQG�VRPH�VXJDU�VR�KH�FRXOG�PDNH�HJJQRJ�IRU�KLV�IHOORZ�VROGLHUV�� 

3RSXODU�PHGLD�GLG�LWV�EHVW�WR�LQFUHDVH�WKH�PRUDOH�RI�ERWK�VROGLHUV�DQG�WKHLU�IDPLOLHV�DW�KRPH�DURXQG�&KULVWPDV��
+DUSHU¶V�:HHNO\��WKH�PRVW�SRSXODU�SHULRGLFDO�DW�WKH�WLPH��SXEOLVKHG�D�YDULHW\�RI�&KULVWPDV�VWRULHV�DQG�LOOXVWUDWLRQV�
GXULQJ�WKH�ZDU��7KH�PRVW�IDPRXV�ZHUH�GUDZQ�E\�LOOXVWUDWRU�7KRPDV�1DVW��ZKR�SRUWUD\HG�QRW�MXVW�VDG�ZLYHV�DQG�KXV�
EDQGV�EXW�KDSS\�&KULVWPDV�'D\�WUDGLWLRQV��+H�LV�FUHGLWHG�ZLWK�VROLGLI\LQJ�KRZ�WKH�QDWLRQ�LPDJLQHG�6DQWD�&ODXV�
ZLWK�LOOXVWUDWLRQV�RI�D�MROO\��EHDUGHG�6W��1LFN�ZKR�KDQGHG�RXW�JRRG�FKHHU�WR�VROGLHUV�DQG�IDPLOLHV�DOLNH�� 

7KRXJK�LQGLYLGXDO�WUDGLWLRQV�VWLOO�YDULHG��WKH�XSKHDYDO�RI�WKH�&LYLO�:DU�PDGH�WKH�KROLGD\�VHHP�PRUH�DQG�PRUH�
LPSRUWDQW�WR�VHSDUDWHG�IDPLOLHV��³7KH�&KULVWPDV�VHDVRQ�>UHPLQGHG@�PLG-��WK�FHQWXU\�$PHULFDQV�RI�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�
RI�KRPH�DQG�LWV�DVVRFLDWLRQV��RI�LQYHQWHG�WUDGLWLRQV�´�ZULWHV�KLVWRULDQ�'DYLG�$QGHUVRQ� 

:KHQ�WKH�ZDU�HQGHG��WKH�PDJD]LQHV�DQG�QHZVSDSHUV�WKDW�KDG�XQGHUOLQHG�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�WKH�KROLGD\�NHSW�SUR�
PRWLQJ�LW��DQG�UHXQLWHG�IDPLOLHV��GHYDVWDWHG�E\�WKH�ORVVHV�RI�WKH�ZDU��NHSW�FKHULVKLQJ�LW��,Q�������LQ�WKH�DIWHUPDWK�RI�
WKH�ZDU��&RQJUHVV�SDVVHG�WKH�ILUVW�IHGHUDO�KROLGD\�ODZ�DQG�PDGH�&KULVWPDV�DQ�RIILFLDO�KROLGD\��)RXU�\HDUV�RI�ZDU�
KDG�FKDQJHG�WKH�KROLGD\�IURP�D�ORRVH�FHOHEUDWLRQ�WR�DQ�HVVHQWLDO�RQH�  
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Chatham Manor, witness to the Battle of Fredericksburg 
(December, 1862), overlooking the Rappahannock  
River, has welcomed a period-dressed Santa to educate 
and entertain visitors. Although the current COVID  
precautions have prohibited his visit this year, it is 
hoped he will return in future years.  

�ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŚŽŵĞ�ĨƌŽŶƚ�ŝůůƵƐƚƌĂƟŽŶ͗��dŚŽŵĂƐ�EĂƐƚ�ĨŽƌ�,ĂƌƉĞƌΖƐ�tĞĞŬůǇ͕�ϭϴϲϯ� 
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Christmas Letter of Tally Simpson, 3rd SC Volunteers 
 
From: Tally Simpson, Camp near Fredricksburg 
To: Anna Simpson 
 
Camp near Fred'burg, Dec 25th, 1862 
 
My dear Sister 

This is Christmas Day. The sun shines feebly through a thin cloud, the air is mild and pleasant, [and] a 
gentle breeze is making music through the leaves of the lofty pines that stand near our bivouac. All is quiet 
and still, and that very stillness recalls some sad and painful thoughts. 

This day, one year ago, how many thousand families, gay and joyous, celebrating Merry Christmas, 
drinking health to absent members of their family, and sending upon the wings of love and affection long, 
deep, and sincere wishes for their safe return to the loving ones at home, but today are clad in the deepest mourn-
ing in memory to some lost and loved member of their circle. If all the dead (those killed since the war began) 
could be heaped in one pile and all the wounded be gathered together in one group, the pale faces of the dead and 
the graons of the wounded would send such a thrill of horror through the hearts of the originators of this war 
that their very souls would rack with such pain that they would prefer being dead and in torment than to stand 
before God with such terrible crimes blackening their characters. Add to this the cries and wailings of the 
mourners - mothers and fathers weeping for their sons, sisters for their brothers, wives for their husbands, and 
daughters for their fathers - [and] how deep would be the convictions of their consciences. 

Yet they do not seem to think of the affliction and distress they are scattering broadcast over the land. 
When will this war end? Will another Christmas roll around and find us all wintering in camp? Oh! That peace 
may soon be restored to our young but dearly beloved country and that we may all meet again in happiness. 

But enough of these sad thoughts. We went on picket in town a few days ago. The pickets of both armies oc-
cupy the same positions now as they did before the battle. Our regt was quartered in the market place while the 
others occupied stores and private houses. I have often read of sacked and pillaged towns in ancient history, but 
never, till I saw Fredricksburg, did I fully realize what one was. The houses, especially those on the river, are rid-
dled with shell and ball. The stores have been broken open and deprived of every thing that was worth a shilling. 
Account books and nots and letters and papers both private and public were taken from their proper places and 
scattered over the streets and trampled under feet. Private property was ruined. Their soldiers would sleep in the 
mansions of the wealthy and use the articles and food in the house at their pleasure. Several houses were de-
stroyed by fire. Such a wreck and ruin I never wish to see again. 

Yet notwithstanding all this, the few citizens who are now in town seem to be cheerful and perfectly re-
signed. Such true patriots are seldom found. This will ever be a noted place in history. 

While we were there, Brig Genl Patrick, U.S.A., with several of his aides-de-camp, came over under flag of 
truce. Papers were exchanged, and several of our men bought pipes, gloves, &c from the privates who rowed the 
boat across. They had plenty of liquor and laughed, drank, and conversed with our men as if they had been 
friends from boyhood. 

There is nothing new going on. I am almost dead to hear from home. I have received no letters in nearly three 
weeks, and you can imagine how anxious I am. The mails are very irregular. I hope to get a letter soon. Dunlap 
Griffin is dead, died in Richmond of wounds received in the last battle. Capt Hance is doing very well. Frank 
Fleming is in bad condition. (He has been elected lieutenant since he left.) 

Write to me quick right off. I wish to hear from you badly. Remember me to my friends and relatives, espe-
cially the Pickens and Ligons. Hoping to hear from you soon I remain 

Your bud 
Tally 

Pres Hix cam for the remains of Nap his brother and Johnnie Garlington yesterday and will take them to 
Richmond today. They will be carried on home immediately. Tell Aunt Caroline Jim is getting on finely. How-
dy to all the negros. I have received the bundle of clothes sent to Columbia. The bundle contained one shirt, one 
scarf, and two pairs of socks. At least I suppose it is the one you sent to Col[umbia] to be sent to Barnwell at 
Richmond. I am a thousand times obliged. When is Harry coming? Oh! that peace may soon be restored to our 
young but dearly beloved country and that we may all meet again in happiness. 

dŚŝƐ�ůĞƩĞƌ�ŝƐ�ĞǆĐĞƌƉƚĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�Ă�ďŽŽŬ�ƟƚůĞĚ�&Ăƌ͕�&Ăƌ�&ƌŽŵ�,ŽŵĞ͘�Ă�ĐŽůůĞĐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ůĞƩĞƌƐ�ŽĨ��ŝĐŬ�ĂŶĚ�dĂůůǇ�^ŝŵƉƐŽŶ͕�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ϯƌĚ�^ŽƵƚŚ��ĂƌŽůŝŶĂ�sŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�
ƉƌŝŶƚĞĚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ǁĞď�Ăƚ�ŚƩƉƐ͗ͬͬǁĞď͘ǀŝƵ͘ĐĂͬĚĂǀŝĞƐͬ,ϯϮϱйϮϬ�ŝǀŝůйϮϬtĂƌͬůĞƩĞƌ͘dĂůůǇ^ŝŵƉƐŽŶ͘Śƚŵ͘ 
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��������ǡ���	�����������	������ 
KWWSV���FLYLOZDUWDON�FRP�WKUHDGV�KDQXNNDK-D-IHVWLYDO-RI-IUHHGRP�������� 

 
dŚƌĞĚ�ƐƚĂƌƚĞƌ�ĂŵǁĞŝŶĞƌ� 
^ƚĂƌƚ�ĚĂƚĞ��ĞĐ�ϱ͕�ϮϬϭϳ� 
 

dŚĞ�ƚŚƌĞĂĚƐ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŶŐ��ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�tĂƌ�ŵĂĚĞ�ŵĞ�ĐƵƌŝͲ
ŽƵƐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞǆƚĞŶƚ�ƚŽ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�,ĂŶƵŬŬĂŚ�ǁĂƐ�ĐĞůĞďƌĂƚĞĚ�ďǇ�:ĞǁŝƐŚ�
ƐŽůĚŝĞƌƐ͘�dŚĞ�ƐŚŽƌƚ�ĂŶƐǁĞƌ�ŝƐ�-�ŶŽƚ�ŵƵĐŚ͘ 

��ůŝƩůĞ�ďĂĐŬŐƌŽƵŶĚ�ĨŽƌ�ĂŶǇŽŶĞ�ǁŚŽ�ŝƐŶΖƚ�ƚŽŽ�ĨĂŵŝůŝĂƌ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�
ŚŽůŝĚĂǇ�;ƉůĞĂƐĞ�ĨŽƌŐŝǀĞ�ŵĞ�ŝĨ�ǇŽƵ�ŬŶŽǁ�Ăůů�ƚŚŝƐͿ͗ 

,ĂŶƵŬŬĂŚ�;Žƌ��ŚĂŶƵŬĂŚ�Žƌ��ၥ ။Ⴌ၎ၶ ၅ၩŽƌ�ŚŽǁĞǀĞƌ�ǇŽƵ�ƐƉĞůů�ŝƚ͕�
ĚĞƉĞŶĚŝŶŐ�ŽŶ�ǁŚĞƌĞ�ǇŽƵΖƌĞ�ĨƌŽŵͿ�ŝƐ�Ă�:ĞǁŝƐŚ�ŚŽůŝĚĂǇ�ĐŽŵŵĞŵŽͲ
ƌĂƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ǀŝĐƚŽƌǇ�ŽĨ�:ĞǁŝƐŚ�ƌĞďĞůƐ�ŽǀĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�^ǇƌŝĂŶ�'ƌĞĞŬƐ�ŝŶ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ϭϲϳ��͘�͕͘�ĂƐ�ǁĞůů�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞĚĞĚŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�
:ĞǁŝƐŚ�dĞŵƉůĞ͘�/ƚΖƐ�ĂůǁĂǇƐ�ďĞĞŶ�Ă�ŵŝŶŽƌ�ŚŽůŝĚĂǇ͘��ĂƌůǇ�:ĞǁŝƐŚ�ƌĂďďŝƐ�ǁĂŶƚĞĚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĚŽǁŶƉůĂǇĞĚ͕�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�DĂĐĐĂďĞĂŶ�
ƌĞďĞůƐ�ƐĞƚ�ƵƉ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŽǁŶ�ŬŝŶŐĚŽŵ�ĂŶĚ�ĞŵƉŚĂƐŝǌĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇ�ǀŝĐƚŽƌǇ�ŝŶƐƚĞĂĚ�ŽĨ�ƌĞĐŽƵŶƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƵƉƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŝƌĂĐůĞ�
ŝŶ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ƚŚĞ�Žŝů�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�dĞŵƉůĞ�ŵĞŶŽƌĂŚ͕�ĞŶŽƵŐŚ�ĨŽƌ�ŽŶůǇ�ŽŶĞ�ĚĂǇ͕�ůĂƐƚĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ĞŝŐŚƚ͘�dŚĞ�ŵŽƐƚ�ĐŽŵŵŽŶ�ĐƵƐƚŽŵƐ�
ĂƌĞ�ůŝŐŚƟŶŐ�Ă�ƐƉĞĐŝĂů�ŵĞŶŽƌĂŚ͕�Žƌ�ĐĂŶĚĞůĂďƌĂ͕�ĂĚĚŝŶŐ�Ă�ĐĂŶĚůĞ�ĞĂĐŚ�ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐŝǀĞ�ŶŝŐŚƚ͕�ĞĂƟŶŐ�ĨŽŽĚƐ�ĨƌŝĞĚ�ŝŶ�Žŝů�ůŝŬĞ�
ƉŽƚĂƚŽ�ƉĂŶĐĂŬĞƐ�Žƌ�ĨƌŝĞĚ�ĚŽƵŐŚŶƵƚƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŐŝǀŝŶŐ�ƐŵĂůů�ŐŝŌƐ�ŽĨ�ŵŽŶĞǇ�ƚŽ�ĨĂŵŝůǇ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�Žƌ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ŝŶ�ŶĞĞĚ͘�WƌĞƩǇ�
ƐŝŵƉůĞ͕�ƌŝŐŚƚ͍ 

&ƌŽŵ�ĞǀĞƌǇƚŚŝŶŐ�/�ĐĂŶ�ĮŶĚ͕�,ĂŶƵŬŬĂŚ�ƌĞŵĂŝŶĞĚ�Ă�ǀĞƌǇ�ŵŝŶŽƌ͕�ƵŶŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŽŶ�ŝŶ�ϭϴϲϬƐ��ŵĞƌŝĐĂ͘�WĂƌƚ�
ŽĨ�ƚŚŝƐ�ǁĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽǆŝŵŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŚŽůŝĚĂǇ�ƚŽ��ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ͕�ĂƐ�ǁĞůů�ĂƐ�ŵŝǆĞĚ�ĨĞĞůŝŶŐƐ�ŽĨ��ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶ�:ĞǁƐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ĨƵůůǇ�ĂƐͲ
ƐŝŵŝůĂƟŶŐ͘�dŚŝƐ�ĂŵďŝǀĂůĞŶĐĞ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ƐĞĞŶ�ŝŶ�ƐĞǀĞƌĂů�ƉĞƌŝŽĚ�ĂŶĞĐĚŽƚĞƐ͘���EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ�ũŽƵƌŶĂůŝƐƚ͕�DŽƌĚĞĐĂŝ�EŽĂŚ͕�ƌĞͲ
ƉŽƌƚĞĚůǇ�ŚƵŶŐ��ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ�ƐƚŽĐŬŝŶŐƐ�ŝŶ�ŚŝƐ�ŚŽŵĞ͕�ĚĞƐƉŝƚĞ�ďĞŝŶŐ�ĂŶ�ŽďƐĞƌǀĂŶƚ�:Ğǁ͕�ƚŽ�ĐĞůĞďƌĂƚĞ�Η�ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�
ďŝƌƚŚĚĂǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞůŝŐŝŽŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŚĂĚ�ƐƉƌĞĂĚ�ŵŽŶŽƚŚĞŝƐŵ�ĂƌŽƵŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌůĚΗ͘�dŚĞ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ�ƟŵĞƐ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ϭϴϱϲ�
ƚŚĂƚ�͞ŝŶ�ŵŽƐƚ��ƵƌŽƉĞĂŶ�ĐŽƵŶƚƌŝĞƐ͕�ŚŽǁĞǀĞƌ�ƌĞƉƵŐŶĂŶƚ�ŝƚ�ŵĂǇ�ďĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƐĞŶƟŵĞŶƚƐ͕�ǁĞ�ĮŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�:ĞǁƐ�ŐŝǀŝŶŐ�ƉƌĞͲ
ƐĞŶƚƐ�ŽŶ��ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ͕͟�ǁŚŝůĞ�ŝŶ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ͕�͞ƚŚĞǇ�ĂƌĞ�ƌĞůĞĂƐĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĂǁŬǁĂƌĚ�ƉƌĞĚŝĐĂŵĞŶƚ͕�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĐĂŶ�ŐŝǀĞ�
ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚƐ�Ăƚ�EĞǁ-zĞĂƌ͛ƐΗ͘�ZĞƉŽƌƚĞĚůǇ�ZĂďďŝ�/ƐĂĂĐ�DĂǇĞƌ�tŝƐĞ͕�ƚŚĞ�ƌĂďďŝ�ǁŚŽ�ŚĞůƉĞĚ�ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚ�
�ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶ�ZĞĨŽƌŵ�:ƵĚĂŝƐŵ͕�ƉƵďůŝƐŚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ϭϴϲϬ�Ă�ƐĞƌŝĂů�ƐŚŽƌƚ�ƐƚŽƌǇ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�DĂĐĐĂďĞĞƐ͘�͞,Ğ�ƐƚƌĞƚĐŚĞĚ�ŝƚ�ŽǀĞƌ�ϯϵ�
ǁĞĞŬƐ͕�ƐŽ�ŝƚ�ďĞĐĂŵĞ�ĂŶ��ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶ�ŵĞůŽĚƌĂŵĂ�ĂďŽƵƚ�:ĞǁƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞůŝŐŝŽƵƐ�ĐŽŵŵŝƚŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�
ĮŐŚƟŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƌĞůŝŐŝŽƵƐ�ĐŽŵŵŝƚŵĞŶƚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ǁŽŵĞŶ�ŝŶ�Ăůů�ŽĨ�ƚŚŝƐ͘Η͕�ĂĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ��ƌ͘��ŝͲ
ĂŶŶĞ��ƐŚƚŽŶ͘ 

�ĞƐƉŝƚĞ�ƚŚŝƐ͕�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶƚŚƵƐŝĂƐŵ�ĨŽƌ�,ĂŶƵŬŬĂŚ�ĂƐ�Ă�ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞ�ŚŽůŝĚĂǇ�ǁĂƐ�ŵŝŶŝŵĂů͘��Ǉ�ƚŚĞ�ϭϴϴϬƐ͕�ŽŶĞ�ƌĂďďŝ�ǁƌŽƚĞ͕�
͞dŚĞ�ĐƵƐƚŽŵĂƌǇ�ĐĂŶĚůĞƐ�ĚŝƐĂƉƉĞĂƌ�ŵŽƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŵŽƌĞ�ĨƌŽŵ�:ĞǁŝƐŚ�ŚŽŵĞƐΗ͕�ǁŚŝůĞ�Ă�:ĞǁŝƐŚ�ŶĞǁƐƉĂƉĞƌ�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĂůůǇ�
ďĞŐŐĞĚ�ƌĞĂĚĞƌƐ�ƚŽ�ůŝŐŚƚ�,ĂŶƵŬŬĂŚ�ĐĂŶĚůĞƐ�ΗŝĨ�ũƵƐƚ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĞǆƉĞƌŝŵĞŶƚΗ͘ 

/�ĐŽƵůĚŶΖƚ�ĮŶĚ�ĂƌƟĐůĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĂĚĚƌĞƐƐĞĚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƐƉĞĐŝĮĐĂůůǇ͕�ďƵƚ�ǁĂƐ�ĐƵƌŝŽƵƐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ǁŚǇ�:ĞǁƐ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ��ŝǀŝů�tĂƌ�
ĚŝĚŶΖƚ�ĞŵďƌĂĐĞ�,ĂŶƵŬŬĂŚ�ŵŽƌĞ͖�ĨŽƌ�:ĞǁƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ��ŽŶĨĞĚĞƌĂĐǇ͕�/�ǁŽƵůĚ�ŝŵĂŐŝŶĞ�Ă�ƐƚŽƌǇ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƌĞďĞůůŝŶŐ�ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ�
ƉŽǁĞƌĨƵů�ŝŶǀĂĚĞƌƐ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ŚĂǀĞ�ĂƉƉĞĂůĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞŵ͕�ǁŚŝůĞ�:ĞǁƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�EŽƌƚŚĞƌŶ�ƐƚĂƚĞƐ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�ĚƌĂǁŶ�ƚŽ�Ă�
ĮŐŚƚ�ĨŽƌ�ĨƌĞĞĚŽŵ͘��ůƚŚŽƵŐŚ�ũƵƐƚ�Ă�ŐƵĞƐƐ͕�ŝƚ�ƐĞĞŵƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƚĞŶƐŝŽŶ�ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞůŝŐŝŽƵƐ�ĂƐƉĞĐƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĞĐƵůĂƌ�ĂƐͲ
ƉĞĐƚƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŚŽůŝĚĂǇ�ƉƌĞǀĞŶƚĞĚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ŐĂŝŶŝŶŐ�ŵŽƌĞ�ǁŝĚĞƐƉƌĞĂĚ�ŽďƐĞƌǀĂŶĐĞ͕�Ă�ƚĞŶƐŝŽŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁĂƐ�ĮŶĂůůǇ�ƌĞͲ
ƐŽůǀĞĚ�ĂŌĞƌ�tŽƌůĚ�tĂƌ�Ϯ͘ 

 
ŚƩƉ͗ͬͬũĞǁŝƐŚƐƚĂŶĚĂƌĚ͘ƟŵĞƐŽĮƐƌĂĞů͘ĐŽŵͬĐŚĂŶƵŬĂŚ-ŝŶ-ĂŵĞƌŝĐĂͬ 
ŚƩƉƐ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ĂŵĞƌŝĐĂŶŚĞƌŝƚĂŐĞ͘ĐŽŵͬĐŽŶƚĞŶƚͬŵĞƌƌǇ-ĐŚĂŶƵŬĂŚ 
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day 

 

This is a favorite of Christmas carols but the modern ver-
sion, notably sung by Bing Crosby, leaves out verses specif-
ic to the Civil War. Henry Wadsworth Longfellow penned 
this poem which was later set to music after enduring grief 
and sorrow for the previous two and a half years.   
Fannie, Henry’s wife, died due to her injuries from an acci-
dental fire in July, 1861. She had been cutting the hair of one 
of their seven children when hot wax dripped on her dress, 
which was then ignited when a gust of wind blew through. 
Although she and Henry attempted to put out the flames, 
she succumbed to her injuries and Henry was severely 
burnt on his face, arms, and hands (leading to him growing 
his famous beard).  

Henry’s oldest son, Charles, left their Massachusetts home in March, 1863, by sneaking out of the 
house, so he could join the Union Army. Later that year, he was severely injured during the Mine 
Run Campaign, with the bullet closely missing his spinal column.  
Henry wrote this poem at Christmas 1863, with the memories of his wife, the relief for his son’s sur-
vival, and the hope of the future echoing in the verses. 

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/justin-taylor/the-story-of-pain-and-hope-behind-i-heard-the-bells-on-christmas-day/ 
https://gettysburgcompiler.org/2015/12/23/from-tragedy-to-a-christmas-carol-the-story-of-longfellows-christmas-bells/ 

I heard the bells on Christmas Day 
Their old familiar carols play, 
And wild and sweet 
The words repeat 
Of peace on earth, good will to men! 

And thought how, as the day had 
come 
The belfries of all Christendom 
Had rolled along 
The unbroken song 
Of peace on earth, good will to men! 

Till, ringing, singing on its way, 
The world revolved from night to day, 
A voice, a chime, 
A chant sublime 
Of peace on earth, good will to men! 

Then from each black, accursed mouth 
The cannon thundered in the South, 
And with the sound 
The carols drowned 
Of peace on earth, good will to men! 

It was as if an earthquake rent 
The hearth-stones of a continent, 
And made forlorn 
The households born 
Of peace on earth, good will to men!  

And in despair I bowed my head; 
"There is no peace on earth," I said; 
"For hate is strong 
And mocks the song 
Of peace on earth, good will to men." 

Then pealed the bells more loud and 
 deep. 
"God is not dead, nor doth he sleep! 
The wrong shall fail, 
The right prevail, 
With peace on earth, good will to 
men!" 
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